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Data repositories as a (hidden) 
treasure chest?

• Hidden
– Often secured files

– Not linked to other information or systems

– Unknown or uncertified repositories

• Treasure
– Valuable data

– Unique information



How to break it “open”?
A shared responsibility

Research Data managers

& stewards
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- Need of good
datamanagement 
from the start of research

- Proper description of 
metadata

- Awareness of possibilities

- Good datamanagement 
practices

- Provide good trainings
and support

- Awareness of needs for
researchers



• Connect the “hidden” data to “open” datasets
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Finding the key @VLIZ-DataCentre
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www.marinedataarchive.org

http://www.marinedataarchive.org/


How to break it “open”?
Archiving data @VLIZ



How to break it “open”?
Archiving data @VLIZ



How to break it “open”?
Archiving data @VLIZ



• Connect the “hidden” data to “open” datasets

How to break it “open”?
Finding the key @VLIZ-DataCentre



• Integrated Marine Information System: 
http://www.vliz.be/en/imis?module=dataset

– Metadata description of your data
• Keywords

• Geographic and taxonomic references

• Temperal scope

• Abstract

• Authors & Institutes

• Citation

• Linked publications, projects, …

How to break it “open”?
describing data @VLIZ

http://www.vliz.be/en/imis?module=dataset


Submitting your data:

http://www.vliz.be/en/submit-form

How to break it “open”?
describing data @VLIZ



From submitting data to final dataset

How to break it “open”?
describing data @VLIZ

Dataset

Metasubmit

Files



http://www.vliz.be/en/imis?module=dataset&dasid=5712

How to break it “open”?
describing data @VLIZ



Machine readable metadatasets:

• show=html (default return offered in current website)

• show=json (JSON format)

• show=xml (XML format)

• show=rss (RSS/ATOM format)

• show=gcmd (Global Change Master Directory (GCMD) XML format)

=> Just by adding “&show=…”

http://www.vliz.be/en/imis?module=dataset&dasid=5712&show=
eml

How to break it “open”?
describing data @VLIZ



• Connect the “hidden” data to “open” datasets

How to break it “open”?
Finding the key @VLIZ-DataCentre

DOI



• What?
– Unique identifier for data

• Why?
– Enforces data to be “FAIR”

– Required by many publishers, funders or governments

– Increases the visibility of your work

– Makes your dataset citeable

Data repositories as an open 
treasure chest?
DOI’s



• Metadata description in IMIS

• Data publicly available in MDA (evt. moratorium possible)

• Unique citation and link

• Dataformat (and metadata) on archive is quality controlled by VLIZ 
DataCentre

• Versions of datasets

Data repositories as an open 
treasure chest?
DOI’s



• Connect the “hidden” data to “open” datasets

How to break it “open”?
Finding the key @VLIZ-DataCentre

ESFRI



Data repositories as an open treasure
chest?
Connecting to RI’s , institutes and projects



• RI’s and datasystems in IMIS & MDA:
– LifeWatch Belgium

• MarineRegions
• WoRMS
• (Eur)OBIS

– EMBRC
– EMODnet-Biology

• Institutes using IMIS & MDA:
– Ugent – Marbiol
– Ugent - Ghentoxlab
– NIOO
– ILVO

• Projects using IMIS & MDA:
– AssemblePlus
– ScheldeMonitor
– JericoNext
– … Several other local

and international projects
(4Demon, Biotide, CREST, OMES, …)

Data repositories as an “open” treasure
chest?
Connecting to RI’s, institutes and projects

biology



Questions?

data@vliz.be

mda@vliz.be

elien.dewitte@vliz.be

mailto:data@vliz.be
mailto:mda@vliz.be
mailto:Elien.dewitte@vliz.be

